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MINUTES OF IX(B) SQN ASSOCIATION COMMITTEE TELECONFERENCE – 30 Sept 2021 

	Present 
	AM S Evans
Gp Capt I Sharrocks
Gp Capt J Nixon
Flt Lt A Hargreaves
CT R Swanson
Mr Mike Pritchard 
Mrs Eve Pritchard
Wg Cdr Richard Leask
	President
Chairman
Vice Chairman
OIC Assn Standard
Dep Secretary
Joint Treasurer 
Joint Treasurer 
OC IX(B) Sqn 

	Apologies
	Air Cdre N Hay
WO (Ret’d) D A Wood
Wg Cdr (Ret’d) P Lenihan 
Sqn Ldr (Ret’d) R James
Sqn Ldr Bryan Parsons
CT Mark Couling
	Vice President
Secretary
Charities Comm Rep
Historian
IX(B) Sqn Mentor
Groundcrew Liaison

	
Item 1 - Welcome

1.	The Chairman opened the Meeting and thanked everyone for attending.

Item 2 – Minutes of the last meeting

2.	The minutes of the last meeting (26 Aug 21) were distributed to all members prior to the meeting and the Chairman offered the following to update on outstanding actions:

· Margaret Parks Donation.  The Chairman will write a letter to the daughter of Mrs Margaret Parks to thank her for their kind donation to the Association of £502.

· IX(B) Sqn DVD.  OC IX(B) Sqn confirmed that the ‘Stories of IX(B) Squadron’ DVD that the Secretary had sent, was received by the Sqn Uncle.

· Memorabilia into space.  OC IX(B) Sqn informed the meeting that the decision had been made to sent 2 x Sqn patches into space in the hands of former IX(B) Sqn exchange pilot Jameel Janjua. One to be kept at Sqn HQ, and one to be framed and raffled off to raise funds for the association.

· IX(B) Sqn Christmas Function  The treasures are to transfer £198 (2 x £99) into the Sqn bank account as a donation to the Sqn’s Christmas function.

Decision: All other Actions listed in 26 Aug 21 Minutes that are not agenda items for this meeting were deemed closed.

Item 3 – Financial Situation
3.      The Treasurers reported: the accounts are in a stable position with a current account total of £28,490 in the bank.
4.      Subs receipts have been forthcoming and 267 members have renewed their subscriptions.  
5.      Chasing the £5 subs payers has resulted in a T Mclune being an unknown, but they still continue to pay their £5 subscriptions. The email address on record bounces back. 
6.      The treasurers reposted that they had received yet another £3,000 donation from Harry and Maureen Brittlebank. A letter had been received from Harry saying that he was pretty much bed bound now, but still actively reading! Maureen is ok however!

7.      The Vice Chairman thanked the treasures for their hard work in ensuring the timely completion of the external audit.

Item 4 – Donations from the Assn

8.      There were no donations made since the last meeting.

Item 5 – IBCC Support

9.      The Chairman had previously informed the Committee that the planned meeting with the IBCC for 23 Jul had not taken place, however the Chairman will continue to pursue that contact.  This is an ongoing matter.

Item 6 – Links to RAF Lossiemouth and surrounding area

10.      The Chairman had previously briefed OC IX(B) Sqn on the Assn aspiration to forge strong links with the Sqn, RAF Lossiemouth and the surrounding area.  OC IX(B) Sqn is committed to this action and will look for a suitable cause in the local area.. 

Item 7 – Historian Research
11.    The Historian had sent his apologies and there was no update to brief out.
12.    OIC Association Standard informed the meeting that the RAF Marham Aviation Heritage centre had recently been donated a flying suit that belonged to a crew member of FS George Thompson VC. OIC Assn Standard is to investigate the possibility of getting it displayed at the Bardney Heritage Centre.
Item 8 – Tirpitz Dinner 2021

13.    The Chairman and Vice Chairman informed the meeting that their handover for the Tirptiz dinner was done.  The Chairman reminded the Committee that he would shortly take over as ProjO for this dinner as the Vice-Chairman will be proceeding on an out of area detachment.

14.    The Vice Chairman is to supply a list of confirmed names to the Chairman, this includes 5 x RAAF Menbers..

15.    OIC Assn Standard asked if he should take the Assn Standard. The Vice Chairman suggested caution incase the junior Sqn stole it. Vice Chairman to ask Jnr Sqn if they are taking a similar standard.
Item 9 – OC IX(B) Sqn – Sqn Update

16.    The following update on sqn life was presented to the Committee:

· [bookmark: _GoBack]The Sqn has for the most part now returned from Op BILOXI in Romania. Flying is returning at RAF Lossiemouth with 1v1 and 1v2 sorties programmed in. Also, multiple Sim sorties are being flown to baseline 4’s leads and practise drills etc.

· The Sqn is hoping to get an RN QI in the future, which will alleviate some pressure from OC IX(B) Sqn. Also, a flying Flt Cdr should hopefully be posted in soon.

· The Sqn will be deploying to RAF Leuchars in October as part of Op BURHAM to hold ‘Q’.

· The ‘New Gotham’ build is still ongoing with the Sqn hoping to move into their new home in our around Jul 22. There is a balcony being installed that provides a view of Lossie Lighthouse and all other lesser Sqns based there.
 
Item 10 – Remembrance 2021

17.    Plans are on track for the Bardney Remembrance Service and follow on at the IBCC.  Chairman is to send out a reminder and the details to Assn Members.

18.    The Secretary, as ProjO for the Cenotaph March Past, and had updated via the Dep Sec that most spaces are accounted for.

19.    Niall Huskisson will lay the Assn Wreath at the NMA Memorial.

Item 11 – AOB

20.    There were 3 items of AOB: 

· Charity Commission Report.  The President asked the Treasurers what the status of the annual Charity Commission Report was. The treasures informed the meeting that is had been sent by the, to the external auditor, who had completed his checks, and subsequently sent it to the Charity Commission Rep. However, they had not heard from the Charity Commission Rep as to the status of the report since it arrived with him.

· 2022 AGM.  The Treasurers asked the meeting for the approximate date of the 2022 AGM, suggesting that a date in the spring would be beneficial. The Chairman agreed and stated he would discuss the matter with the Secretary.

· 2022 TABS.  The Vice Chairman informed the meeting that so far he had zero articles for 2022 TABS. This has since been publicised on the Assn Social Media feeds. One half of the Treasurers said he would be happy to write an article on his time on Canberras.



Item 12 – President’s Remarks

21.    The President concluded the meeting by Thanking the Treasurers for all their hard work over the previous months. The President also thanked OC IX(B) Sqn for the update and wished him well his tour and reminded him that as always, the Assn remains poised to support the Sqn and its personnel at any time.  

Item 13 – Date of Next Meeting
	
21.    Thur 28 Oct 21 at 20:00 via Teams TeleConference.
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Approved by Gp Capt I Sharrocks, Chairman, XX Sep 21.
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